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We welcome submissions of interest to local lesbians. Letters to the editor, short fiction, articles, 
book or movie reviews, poetry, artwork or photographs are all welcomed. Forward your 
submissions by: 


¢ Mail: womonspace, Box 128, Main PO., Edmonton, AB, T5J 3J4 
e Phone: (780) 482-1794 or (780) 455-9344 

e E-mail: womonspace@hotmail.com 

¢ Fax: (780) 455-9344 


January - Family. Submission deadline: December 10 
February - Romance. Submission deadline: January 15 


Editor: Suzanne Dawson 
Designers: Gloriane Design 
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“On Gay Day 1992, Judy, my lover, and I got married in Chicago, her 
hometown. The house was filled with flowers: orchids, irises, peonies, 
and roses. We had prepared vows and alternately spoke each line. Then 
we exchanged rings and kissed. We were married in the sanctuary of our 
bedroom in our birthday suits. My old vizsla, Meggie, was the witness.” 
- Kitty Tsui, Lesbian Marriage Ceremonies 


Splinters From the Board 


¢ Womonspace has been helping in the ¢ Womonspace is planning some 
fight for your rights! We recently exciting activities for the new year. 
donated $250 to the national lobby We'll host a sleigh ride early in 
group Equality for Gays and Lesbians January and a Sweetheart’s Potluck 
Everywhere (EGALE). before the February Womonspace 
¢ Womonspace has also been holding Dance. If you have other suggestions 
fundraisers to assist Helen in raising for activities, please let us know! 
money for her fight for custody of her ° Thanks to Tija Westbrook for 
daughter. At our October dance, $220 volunteering to serve as 
was raised from the silver collection Womonspace’s Public Relations 
jar and the profits from shooter Co-ordinator! 


specials. Womonspace then matched 
the profits. Our November dance was 
also a fundraiser for Helen, at which 
$380 was made from the babe 
auction, raffle tickets and shooter 
specials. The Womonspace Board 
intends to make a motion at our next 
Board meeting to match the $380, 
thus donating $760 to Helen’s custody 
defence fund from the December 
Womonspace Dance / Fundraiser. 

¢ Womonspace is revamping our web site, 
located at http://www.gaycanada.com/ Womonspace Craft Fair. Photo by Bernice. 
womonspace We’d love for everyone 
to check out the web site and forward Next Month 
any ideas or suggestions to 
womonspace@hotmail.com or leave a 
message at 482-1794. 


=. Hf 
Fan by 
LY 
It can be just you and your partner, 
ee ee act CE Ee or include your great-grandparents 
oto by Bernice. : 
and four co-parented children. 
Family means many things to 
many people, Send your 
photographs, cartoons, artwork, 
poetry, fiction and articles up to 
500 words on lesbian families by 
December 10, by e-mail to 
womonspace@hotmail.com, by 
fax to 455-9344, by mail to Box 
128, Main PO., Edmonton, AB, 
T5J 3K4, or leave a message at 
455-9344. 
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Ves, we recrvitl 


Womonspace’s annual membership 
drive has begun, and the big prize is 
every dyke’s dream: a cordless drill! 
Renew your Womonspace 
membership anytime between 
November 1, 2000 and February 16, 
2001 and you'll be eligible for the draw 
(and be the object of every lesbian’s 
envy). If you've already purchased 
your yearly membership, you can still 
qualify for the draw by adding an extra 
year to your membership. Fill out the 
form on the back page and be a dyke 
with power tools! 


Seashell Housekeeping Units 
June 15 - October 15 
(902) 224-1563 


Down East NS Hospitality by Marie & Nan. 


As a registered Society, Womonspace is 
required to have its books audited 
regularly. We are looking for a chartered 
accountant on the cheap. If you are, or 
know, such a person, call 482-1794. 


av ¢ : 


Tel: S04 254-2543 
Fax: (604) 254-5472 
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Celebrate  Gelebwater  elebpatel 


Gelebyate! 


J. © Retail Store Open 7 Days A Week & Express Shipping 


Canada's largest 
selection of quality 
sexual products for 

women! Yippee!! 


Celebrate! Celebvate! 


December 
Womonspace 
Dance 


Join us for the last 
Womonspace Dance 
of the year 2000! 


Saturday, December 16, 2000 
9 p.m. to 1 a.m. 
Hazeldean Hall, 9630 - 66 Ave. 
Cost: $5/members (with card), 
$8/non-members 
Call 482-1794 to volunteer. 


Celebpate! Celebrate! 


“My friends have told me, when a woman 
reaches the age of thirty, there is no turning 
back.... When my birthday finally did arrive, 
the big event was duly celebrated with a 
party... [I] emerged, a new but older 
woman, wearing a T-shirt that read: ‘Oil of 
Olay Sucks.” 

- Heather Ramsey, “Turning Thirty-One” in 
Dykeversions 
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Dyke Magic 


Photo courtesy of White Calf. 


Happy belated Halloween, sistas! The 
one day of the year I can truly blend in 
with the rest of the witches. 

Since watching Burning Times, the 
National Film Board video, Halloween 
has become an even greater celebration 
for me. It’s the “other Remembrance 
Day,” a day to pay tribute to the 
millions of women who were burned 
to death during the women’s holocaust 
in the middle ages, when Church and 
State were hell-bent on destroying and 
demoralising women forever. These 
women were independent, intelligent 
and did not wish to marry men. They 
often lived with other women and did 
not support the patriarchy or the 
church. We are still here, despite the 
ongoing attempt to keep us from 
celebrating our powers. 

Just say the word lesbian and 
watch the world start to spin around 
you. The reaction to the word is always 
interesting. It’s as if there is a sudden 
glitch in the frequency. A rapid blink of 
the eye, a swallow, a blush of the 
cheeks, a sudden calm... 

I remember hearing the word 
lesbian on a radio broadcast for the 
first time. I was married with no babies 
yet, and was sitting at my kitchen table 
reading a library book. I felt a jolt of 
re-cog-nition / ignition. A start of the 
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heart. I blinked. I swallowed. I blushed 
and went very calm. Dead calm for 
quite a few years until the calm went 
away and J just felt dead. 

But the magic of that word kept 
whispering to me and sustained me 
until I could no longer deny that 
magic. What was once a thorn in my 
side became my power, my shield and 
my driving force. Lesbian was what I 
was. I was ready to celebrate that fact. 
My power propelled me into a new 
life. No more Mrs. Nice Guy! I 
divorced, raised my kids, went back to 
school and have never looked back. 
(Well, an occasional backward glance 
perhaps, just enough to remind me to 
keep on going.) 

I celebrate loudly now. No more 
feeling like I’m the only lesbian on 
earth. No more pretending that I’m a 
hetero. No more feeling like the 
walking dead (except on Halloween). 
Stay cool, sistas. You are not alone. W 


The November womonspace cover photo 
was also courtesy of White Calf. 


“Tomorrow we are to be 
married... I will be wearing the 
most beautiful dress and the most 
beautiful veil I have ever seen. You 
will be gorgeous in your tuxedo... 
How many times have we heard, 
‘Are you both wearing dresses or 


tuxedos?’ It’s ironic that lesbians 
asked this question most often, and 
that we must explain and defend 

our freedom to the people who 
claim to fight for it.” 
- Amy Warner Candela, The Femme 
Mystique 
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Cookin? with Amy 


Sometimes the food of love 
is food itself. 


Beef Stew 

Ingredients: 

3-1/2 pounds shoulder of beef, cut into 
1-1/2 inch cubes (you can substitute 
any kind of meat) 

1/2 cup flour 

1/3 cup vegetable or olive oil 

2 - 4 cups of one or more vegetables: 
finely chopped onions, garlic, 
carrots, celery or fennel 

1-1/2 cups or more crushed tomatoes or 
tomato puree, or 1/4 cup tomato 
paste 

1 - 2 teaspoons of dried herbs, such as 
bay leaf or sage 

2 litres of broth or beer 

Additional saucy seasonings like 2 - 4 
tablespoons BBQ sauce 

Salt and freshly ground black pepper 


Preheat oven to 325 degrees. 
Season the flour with the salt and 
pepper to taste. Coat the meat with the 
flour and shake off the excess. 

Heat the oil in a large flameproof 
casserole dish. Brown the meat in 
batches until browned on all sides. 
Remove browned meat to a plate. Add 
vegetables to remaining oil in the 
casserole dish, cover and cook for 5 to 
10 minutes, or until tender. Add the 
browned meat to the vegetables with the 
juices (you gotta love juices, eh, ladies! ?) 
that have collected on the plate. Add the 
tomato ingredients, dried herbs and 
beer, oops, I mean liquid. Season lightly 
with salt, bring to a simmer, cover and 
put in the oven to cook for about 1-1/2 
hours or longer, until meat is fork 
tender. 

Remove from oven, remove meat 
and keep warm, and degrease the liquid. 
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(That means let the liquid sit for a few 
minutes until the grease settles and 
gently - gently! - skim off the grease.) 
Either puree the solids into the liquid to 
form a thick sauce (sauce is yummy!) or 
strain the solids out and reduce the sauce 
until it’s intensely flavoured (everyone 
loves intense flavour). Add any 
additional seasoning ingredient, such as 
BBQ sauce, at the end. 


Wine Pairing: 
Red: a nice Merlot from just about 
anywhere would be perfect. My 
favourites are from California or Chile. 
White: You gotta be kidding me! But if 
you must, something quite crispy, like a 
sauvignon blanc. But this dish is most 
suited to a good, balanced red. 
Experiment! That’s the true spice of 
life. 
Cheers! v 


PARENTING 


December 6 
Potluck for I/g/b/t families. All will be 
invited to contribute to a scrapbook on 
I/g/b/t families (writing, drawing, photos, 
etc). Bring items! 

7-9 p.m. 
Regular meeting for I/g/b/t parents, co- 
parents and partners. Activities for 
children. 


December 20 No meeting 


Contact Liz at (780) 415-5434; 
e-mail: emassiah@interbaun.com 


Free-to-he Volleyball 
Womyn's League 


by Pam McEwin 


The Free-to-Be Volleyball Womyn’s 
League sent a representative from our 
competitive division to the men’s Ice 
Breaker Tournament on November 11 
and 12, 2000. The womyn’s team won 
the “C” Division and entertained many 
with some great volleyball. Thank you 
to all who showed up to support and 
cheer us on. 

The league plays Mondays from 
7 to 9 p.m. at Highlands Jr. High, 
11509 - 62 St. Contact Pam at 459- 
9370, p_mcewin@hotmail.com or Jenn 
at 424-5100, grnwolf@hotmail.com 


Back Row L to R: Holly Fairbairn, “Killer Karen”, 
Jo-Anne Marcoux, Sherry Knutsvig 

Front Row L to R: Pam McEwin, Susan Wong, 
Cindy Frederickson 


Mountain Berry Inn B&B 

on 40 acres of paradise near Salmon 
Arm, B.C., (250) 835-8891, e-mail: 
mberry@jetstream.net 


Labyrinth Lake Lodge Peaceful, 
inexpensive getaways for couples / small 
groups. Complete privacy on 160 acres 
lakefront. Hot tub. Phone 878-3301 {local 
call) or lablake@compusmart.ab.ca 


Phone: 455-9344 
E-mail: womonspace@hotmail.com 
Fax: 455-9344 


Quarter page: $25 
Half page: $50 


Full page: $100 


Classified ads (3 lines) 
are free for members. 


Read womonspace 
on our award-winning website: 


http://\www.gaycanada. 
com/womonspace/ 


OrLANpO 
OKS§ 


Edmonton's lesbian-owned, 
feminist bookstore 
with a fine selection 
of titles for women. 


10123 Whyte Ave. TOE 1Z5 
432-7633 


www.orlandobooks.com 
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Letters 


Terri, 

I received the cheque last night. I 
wanted to say thank you to you and 
everyone else at Womonspace for all the 
help and support. I also wanted to thank 
everyone who donated to the fund. I am 
not quite sure how to make this known 
to all involved, but I wanted to let you 
know how much this all means to me. 
Thank you once again. 

Helen 


Dear Friends at Womonspace, 

We are writing to thank you for 
your contribution to EGALE. 

Your support comes at an important 
time for our organisation. Currently, we 
are working hard in preparation for the 
upcoming federal election, and we are 
also advancing a same-sex marriage 
challenge through the courts. Your 
financial assistance could not have been 
more timely. 

As a community organization, 
EGALE depends upon memberships and 
donations for financial support. Due to 
the large amount of political lobbying 
work EGALE engages in, we are not, 
unfortunately, eligible to issue tax 
receipts. 

We do, however, believe that a 
diverse and active membership is 
essential to the well-being of the 
organisation, and we very much 
appreciate your support. 

Please feel free to contact us at any 
time with your input and suggestions. 
With your continued support, we expect 
to see significant progress in the struggle 
for lesbian, gay and bisexual equality 
throughout the year ahead. 

Sincerely, 

John Fisher, Executive Director, EGALE 
(Equality for Gays and Lesbians Every- 
where). Email egale.canada@egale.ca or 
visit our website, www.egale.ca v 
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Sngpshots 


saith San 


Spring 1994 My youngest son, upon 
hearing that my partner and I will be 
living together, says: “Great! Now you 
can have another baby!” His older 
brother quickly replies: “No way - you 
need a man for that.” My young son saw 
only the love between us and for him, 
that was enough! 

June 1997 My partner is talking to her dad 
about the house we’re buying together. 
He cautions her about what would 
happen if we were to split up. “She’s a 
lesbian, you know!” Oh my, he said the 
L word! 

Summer 1998 We go to a commitment 
ceremony. The bride and bride have five 
adolescents between them. At the end of 
the service, they each come to the front 
and light a candle to form a beautiful 
rainbow. Later, at the hall, they join their 
mothers, each with a partner, for the 
first dance. I cry my eyes out. 

September 1998 We’re at the Great Alberta 
Camp-out in Blackfalds. At the dance, 
we announce we’re celebrating our Sth 
anniversary, and request a special song. 
The room explodes in hurrahs and the 
crowd, mostly gay men, smiles and 
applauds. 

Christmas 1999 My eldest son, the one 
whose favourite insult is: “You’re gay!” 
gives my partner and I a wonderful, tiny 
table ornament. It has two intertwined 
red roses and two small hearts hanging 
from delicate golden chains. He also 
gives my partner a poster of a puppy dog 
holding a red rose. My partner cries her 
eyes out. 

Summer 2000 We’re going to another 
commitment ceremony. During the 
toasts, one of the brides says that this is 
the best day of her life because every- 
body has finally come together. For so 
long, the people in her private life were 


(cont. on pg 14) 


Wheels Happening? 


Alcoholics Anonymous Gay and lesbian meetings. 


Call 424-5900. 

Badminton League Mondays, 8-10 p.m. Call 
Cindy at 459-0549 or Bruce at 453-1244 
after 1 p.m., cwbyteddy@powersurfr.com 

Bisexual Support Group Second Tuesday of the 
month, 7-9 p.m. at GLCCE. Call 
913-3076. 

Breakfast Club Second Sunday of the month. 
Call Dianne at 433-0374 before 9 p.m. 
the Friday before the breakfast to ensure 
your reservation. 

Classics Social group for lesbians over 40. 
First Sunday of the month, 2 p.m. at 
Secrets, 10249 - 107 St. Call Sharie at 
475-1502. 

Edmonton Rainbow Business Association Second 
Tuesday of the month, 7:30 p.m. at 
Orlando Books. Call Bill at 422-6207. 

Edmonton Vocal Minority Mixed voice choir. Join 
as a singer or a supporter. Call 479-2038, 
evm@freenet.edmonton.ab.ca 

Equal= Alberta For equal treatment of all 
Albertans. Call 488-3234, 
equalalberta@hotmail.com 

Free-to-Be Volleyball Leagues include 
recreational, skills development and 
womyn-only. Call Jenn at 424-5100, 
grnwolf@hotmail.com, or Pam at 
459-9370, p_mcewin@hotmail.com 

Gaywire Lesbian, gay and bisexual news, 


interviews and music. Thursdays, 6-7 p.m. 


on CJSR 88.5 FM. 

GLCCE Gay and Lesbian Community Centre 
for drop-in, peer counselling and library. 
Monday to Friday, 1:30-5:30 and 
7-10 p.m.; Thursdays, 7:30 p.m. are 
women’s drop-in. 103, 10612 - 124 St. 
Call 488-3234, glcce@compusmart.ab.ca 

Leshian Wine Tasters A relaxed and educational 
evening of wine tasting. Second Tuesday 


- Would you like your organization or event listed here? 
aspace@hotmail.com, leave a message or fax your information 0 4 


Groups and Continuing Events 


of the month, 7 p.m. Cost $10 for 3 red 
and 3 white wines. Call 439-1400, 
lesbianwine@hotmail.com 

Making Waves Swim Club Thursdays, 8:30 p.m. 
and Sundays, 7 p.m., Confederation Pool, 
11204 - 43 Ave. Call Warren at 497-8511, 
makingwaves_ edm@yahoo.com 

Northern Chaps Leather/fetish club for gay, 
lesbian and straight people. First and third 
Saturdays of the month, 10 p.m. at 
Buddy’s, northernchaps@telusplanet.net 

Norther Titans Ten pin bowling league. 
Wednesdays 6:45 p.m. and Saturdays 4:45 
p.m. at Strikes, 8750 - 50 St. Call Garry at 
426-6311, davegarry@v-wave.com 

OUTreach For I/g/b/t students, staff and faculty 
at the U of A. Tuesdays, 5 p.m., Athabasca 
Hall, U of A campus, 
outreach@gpu.srv.ualberta.ca 

Pride 2001 Volunteer for Pride Week 2001 
(June 16-23, 2001), 
edmonton_pride@hotmail.com 

PFLAG/T Support for parents, families and 
friends of I/g/b/t. Third Tuesday of the 
month, 7:30 p.m. at GLCCE. Call Lynne 
at 462-5958, 
pflag@freenet.edmonton.ab.ca 

Sacred Circle Dances Mondays, 7:30 p.m. at St. 
Joseph’s Convent, 10120 - 135 Ave. (SW 
door). Cost $5. Call Mary at 477-2808. 

Sonic Sisters Women’s music hosted by Cori 
Brewster. Tuesdays, 7-8 p.m. on CJSR 
88.5 FM. 

Yours, Mine, Ours & Us Support/education group 
for |/g/b/t parents, co-parents and 
partners. First and third Wednesdays of 
the month. Call Liz at 415-5434. 

Youth Understanding Youth Social and support 
group for I/g/b/t age 25 and under. 
Saturdays, 7-9 p.m. at GLCCE, 
yuyedm@hotmail.com 
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Events for December 2000 


Friday, December 1 - 6 p.m. 
World AIDS Day - Day Without Art 
Panels from the AIDS Quilt and the 
living quilt will be displayed. 
Candlelight Vigil at 6 p.m. The vigil 
will walk to City Hall and there will 
be a moment of silence. Edmonton 
Art Gallery. 
Sunday, December 3 -2 p.m. 
Classics Social 
For lesbians over 40. Secrets, 10249 - 
107 St. Call Sharie at 475-1502., 
Monday, December 4 - 7:30 p.m. 
Womonspace Board Meeting 
All members welcome. GLCCE, 103, 
10612 - 124 St. Call 482-1794. 
Wednesday, December G - 4 to 7 p.m. 
GLCCE Youth Group Launch 
Youth drop-in program for gay, lesbian, 
bisexual, transgendered, questioning 
and straight supportive youth aged 14 to 
19. Snacks provided. GLCCE, 103, 
10612 - 124 St. Call 488-3234. 
Thursday, December 7 - 7 p.m. 
Pride Committee Meeting 
Get involved in Pride 2001. Feather 
of Hope, 702, 10242-105 St., 
edmonton_pride@hotmail.com 
Thursday, December 7 - 7:30 p.m. 
Bill c-23 with lawyer Julie Lloyd 
GLCCE, 103, 10612 - 124 St. 
Call 488-3234. 
Friday & Saturday, December 8 & 9 
Anne Murray with the E.S.0. 
Winspear Centre. Cost $21-$62. 
Call 428-1414 
Saturday, December 9 - 8:30 p.m. 
Electric Lava Masquerade Ball 
The ultimate fantasy of the year. Arts 
Barn, 10330 - 84 Ave. Cost: 
$20/advance. Call 471-1586. 
Monday, December 11 - 7:30 p.m. 
Movie Night: Home for the Holidays 


A modern classic about a woman and 
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CalenoGr of Events 


her gay brother going home for 
Thanksgiving. GLCCE, 103, 10612 - 
124 St. Call 488-3234. 

Tuesday, December 12 - 7 p.m. 
Lesbian Wine Tasters Extravaganza 
Join us for a night of comparative 
tasting of 6 wines from around the 
world. Cost $20. Call 439-1400, 
lesbianwine@hotmail.com 

Wednesday, December 13 - 7:30 p.m. 
Discussion: Self-care during the holidays 
GLCCE, 103, 10612 - 124 St. 
Call 488-3234. 

Thursday, December 14 - 7:30 p.m. 
Dr. Jackie Yurko - Naturopathic doctor talks about 
Dyke Health 
GLCCE, 103, 10612 - 124 St. 
Call 488-3234. 

Saturday, December 16-9 p.m. to 1 a.m. 
Womonspace Celebration Dance 
Join in the celebration at the last 
Womonspace dance of 2000! 
Hazeldean Hall, 9630 - 66 Ave. 
Cost: $5/members (with card), 
$8/non-members. Call 482-1794 to 
volunteer. 

Monday, December 18 - 7:30 p.m. 
Coming out to Your Family 
GLCCE, 103, 10612 - 124 St. 
Call 488-3234. 

Thursday, December 21 - 5 to 7 p.m. 
A Very Gaywire Christmas Pageant 
A queer holiday special featuring 
Edmonton's brightest stars. CJSR 
FM88.5 

Thursday, December 21 - 7:30 p.m. 
Happy Holidays Party 
GLCCE, 103, 10612 - 124 St. 
Call 488-3234. 

Monday, December 25 
Annual GLCCE Potluck Christmas Dinner 
GLCCE, 103, 10612 - 124 St. 
Call 488-3234. 


Womonspace Craft Fair 


Wishing each of you the very 
best of the holidays - peace 
and joy and hope - from the 

volunteers, board and staff of 
the Gay and Lesbian Centre 

of Edmonton! 


GLCCE is organizing a youth drop-in 
program for gay, lesbian, bisexual, 
transgendered, questioning and straight 
supportive youth aged 14 to 19 due to an 
increasing number of requests from youth 
for something they can attend after 
school. It'll be held Wednesday 
afternoons from 4 to 6 p.m. at GLCCE. 
Join us for the launch party on 
Wednesday, December 6 from 
4 to 7 p.m. (snacks provided!!!) 


Photos by Bernice. 


12 womonspace Docomber 2000 


A Gathering of Friends 


Everything was perfect. Good music 
and a room full of friends. As the taxi 
pulled up, I recognised the cars of 
people I hadn’t seen in ages. It would 
be a good gathering. 

From the moment I walked 
through the door, I was greeted with 
embraces and I felt the warmth of 
friendships old and new. That helped 
counteract the awkwardness I felt 
whenever someone looked in your 
direction. Always then, they’d struggle 
for something to say, and in that pause, 
my gaze would follow theirs. Each time 
my eyes rested on you, I would feel the 
shock again and I'd know it was too 
soon to see you this way. Three days 
before, we were a couple. 

Between - and even during - catch- 
up conversations, I found myself 
remembering. We were together for 
five years, an anomaly in our circle of 
friends, who formed and dissolved 
relationships with alarming regularity. 
We met in a bar, something that caused 
us to cringe whenever someone asked. 
But on such an inauspicious 
foundation, we managed to build 
something solid. Together, we grew as 
individuals, came closer to our 
potentials and fulfilled many of our 
personal and mutual dreams. We 
became the people our friends turned 
to when their lives overwhelmed them. 

Smiling at the memories, I made 
my way from one group to another, 
‘and I began to relax. Until the fear 
began to abate, I hadn’t known I'd 
been worried if “our” friends would 
remain “my” friends. The void you left 
beside me began to close a little. My 
eyes kept straying in your direction 
occasionally, though, and I caught 
myself willing you to turn and look at 
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me. But you stubbornly remained 
unaware of my presence. Then 
someone asked the question that had 
hung in the air all evening: “what 
happened?” 

Although I had taken part in it, I 
wasn’t sure I understood it well enough 
to explain. From a tunnel of pain and 
confusion, I heard my voice relay a tale 
of building irritations over accumulated 
lapses - all inconsequential in 
retrospect. The story sounded just like 
the ones you and I had heard many 
times from friends we’d consoled over 
their break-ups. As I spoke, I 
remembered how we’d talked after 
such sessions, how we’d thought our 
relationship was too strong to be 
damaged by such trivial complaints. I 
heard my voice thicken as I relived the 
fight, the accusations and the awful 
words that neither of us can retract. 
After I told of hearing the engine race 
as you sped through the snow to get 
away from me, my voice trailed away. 

All eyes were on me as I walked 
across the room. It seemed to take 
forever, but suddenly I was beside you. 
A part of me was surprised you didn’t 
move away. I think I said “I’m sorry,” 
and I’m sure I heard you say the same. 
I reached to touch your cheek and I 
told you I loved you, but the 
expression on your face revealed 
nothing. It was that moment I truly 
knew I'd lost you. 

So I turned and took a seat to hear 
your father deliver your eulogy. v 


Affirm United A support group for members 
of the United Church of Canada. Call 
Therese or Phyllis at 440-1306. 


Brethren Mennonite Council For gay, lesbian 
and bisexual Mennonites and friends, 
call Heather at 987-4974, 
jonrach@msn.com 


Dignity Edmonton For gay, lesbian and 

bisexual Roman Catholics and friends. 
Call Bernard at 451-1794 or Joseph at 
481-4218, trainlvr@compusmart.ab.ca 


Freedom Metropolitan Community Church Call for 
meeting place. Sundays at 7:15 p.m. 
Call 429-2321, 
Revbev@compusmart.ab.ca 


Lambda Christian Community Church A non- 
denominational, evangelical Christian 
church. Sundays at 7 p.m., Garneau 
United Place, 11148 - 84 Ave. Call 
474-0753. 


Lutherans Concemed Call Mette at 
461-5571, luthconc@icrossroads.com 


McDougall United Church Welcomes people of 
all sexual orientations. Sundays at 
10:30 a.m. at 10086 McDonald Dr. 
Call 428-1818. 


Southminster-Steinhauer United Church Welcomes 
all sexual orientations. Sundays at 

10 a.m. at Ermineskin Community 
League, 10709 - 32A Ave. Call the 
church office at 435-2028, Debbie at 
987-4974, or Read at 437-9732. 


Unitarian Church of Edmonton Worship and 
services of union. Sundays at 9:30 a.m. 
and 11:15 a.m. at 12530 - 110 Ave. Call 
454-8073, uce@compusmart.ab.ca 
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Lesbian Wine Tasters 
Extravaganza 


Tuesday, December 12 at 7 p.m. 


Join us for a night of 
comparative tasting of 6 wines 
from around the world. 


Cost: $20 


Call 439-1400, 
lesbianwine@hotmail.com 


(cont. from pg 9) 


separate from her family, her co- 
workers, her friends. Tonight, all have 
witnessed their love and she feels 
complete. I cry again. 

November 2000 My mother comes to visit. 
She loves my partner, who is very 
attentive and doesn’t get tied into her 
moods. She tells us that she can see how 
happy we are together and that we and 
the boys are like four big kids! 

November 2000 Even though they aren’t 
completely comfortable with the fact 
that we’re lesbians, my two sons have 
decided to stop spending an equal 
amount of time with us and with their 
dad. My eldest son wants to live at our 
house all the time, and my youngest son 
will be living only one week at his dad’s 
and two weeks with us... for now. 

Some causes for celebration are big 
and important events. Some reside in 
small, everyday gestures that make me 
close my eyes and thank the Goddess 
that I’m privileged to witness them. All 
make me feel immensely grateful. \ 
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rs.¢ Dr. Dyke 


Dear Dr. Dyke, 

It’s been a year since my wife had 
her affair. She says it was a one-night 
fling and that it was no threat to our 
relationship. I thought I'd be past it by 
now, but I’m not. It was a wonderful 
relationship, but since that night, it has 
never been the same. Should I hold on 
and see if time does heal all wounds or 
make a fresh start? 

Signed, Fifty Ways to Leave Your Lover 
(Sandra Bernhard version) 


Dear FWTLYLSBV, 

Dr. Dyke has smashed many a 
personal item in a hurt, jealous rage, so, 
first off, way to be a grown-up about the 
whole thing! A whole year, though? You 
must be the most patient, wonderful 
partner ever! But time will only heal 
wounds that have been attended to and 
dressed. An affair can be a valuable 
wake-up call if used to make your 
relationship stronger. In your case, it 
sounds like there is a very good reason 
to stay; you just haven’t learned 
anything yet. Generally, an affair is used 
to learn more about oneself, such as, 
“Am I still desirable and attractive?” 
Find out what made your girl stray. Any 
couple past the four-year mark has to 
deal with an affair or, at the very least, 
an attraction outside the relationship. It 
happens to the best of us! 


Dear Dr. Dyke, 

I want to give my girlfriend a 
commitment ring. She’s a bit non- 
traditional, so I think that ‘on bended 
knee’ may not be good enough. A little 
help??! 

Signed, Ring My Bell 


Dear RMB, 

If your girlfriend is anything like 
Dr. Dyke, you should just tape the ring 
to a Playstation 2 to get the affirmation 
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you are looking for. But that kind of 
romance isn’t for everyone, so here’s a 
few more suggestions: 

10. Give it to her in the truck en route to 
work at a red light. 

9. Get her in a good mood first: take her 
to see Charlie’s Angels! Those grrls kick 
ass, with lots of, ahem, interesting 
camera angles... 

8. Tie it around the collar of one of the 
kitties, keeping in mind it may end up 
under the stove forever before she can 
see it. 

1. Hide it in a Kinder Egg. 

6. Give it to her during a commercial 
while watching Thursday Nite WWF 
SmackDown. (This actually brings up a 
good point. Do dykes actually watch 
shows like that? ?) 

5. Hide it, then play the hot/cold game. 
4. You know, in Charlie’s Angels, both 
Drew and Cameron are in drag at one 
point! 

3. Bake a cake! Hide it in the batter, just 
like when we were young, when mom 
would bake a cake for our birthdays with 
coins baked in the bottom. Actually, that 
was pretty gross. 

2. Start a huge fight over nothing, then 
give it to her at the end after she stomps 
out of the room. 

1. Did I mention Charlie’s Angels, because 
Cameron Diaz is really hot!! The wetsuit 
scene, or where she’s driving the speed 
boat... what was the question?? v 


| stionship/life/ 
_home improvemen 


Lucky 


Liz Massiah 


M.S.W., R.S.W. 


Anonymous 


Your hand drifts down my neck, 
making its way to my breasts. Goose Clinical Social Worker 
bumps, and my breath quickens in 
anticipation of your warm, moist 


tongue in my mouth. You gently kiss Healing work with lesbians 
me, then harder, more forceful, by a lesbian. 
knowing I want it that way. Our 

excitement builds. Sliding scale. 


I feel your thigh between my legs 
and I press my hips against yours. I 
want you at this moment like no other. 
The thought of the moistness between 
your legs, on my lips, my tongue, my 
fingers, is overwhelming. You sense this 
and push my head towards your 
sweetness. My tongue enters you. I 
hear you moan and push your hips, 
wanting more inside you. I comply 
willingly, savouring, loving you, feeling 
that I am the most lucky woman in the 


world. AZ 


#203, 10129 - 124 Street 
Edmonton, Alberta 
Phone (780) 415-5434 


“Through uncertainty to new possibilities.” 


JOIN THE CLUB 
Are you a single, professional lesbian lost 
in suburbia? Are you having trouble 
meeting like-minded women? Join the 
club! Call Marion at 449-4524 to join 
other single, professional lesbians for 
camaraderie and friendship. 


Candace Myhr, 
Certified Wholistic Practitioner 


Craniosacral Therapy 


The Bagel Tree at 10345 Whyte Ave. 

Cafe Mosaics at 10844 Whyte Ave. 

Urban Grind at 10124 - 124 St. 

The Roost private club at 10345 - 104 St. 
Secrets Bar & Grill at 10249 - 107 St. 


11448 - 124 St., Edmonton 
(780) 451-6725 


16 womonspace December 2000 


Whether your pain 
is acute or long term 


We can help: 


Edmonton Physical 
Therapy Clinic Ltd. 


10848 Jasper Avenue 
Tel: 428-6881 


No doctor's referral required. 
WCB and CRP funded 


“On my calendar on my fortieth 
birthday, I wrote simply: ‘Uh-oh.’... 
How was it possible to go from 
childhood to adulthood in what felt like 
forty minutes? I can’t stay up late 
anymore, and I ache and groan more 
than I used to. When I’m with twenty- 
somethings, I sound like an old fogey: 
‘Well, back in’76...’” 

- Paula Martinac, The Start of Something 
Big 


“They're called fuckerware parties in the 
business... Your typical party caters to 
those who would rather die than be seen 
walking into a sex shop. One woman 


actually told me, ‘What if my minister 
sees me?’ — which sounds like one hell of 
a fantasy.” 

- Susie Bright, “Party Favors” in Susie 
Sexpert’s Lesbian Sex World 
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Web Design 
and 
Graphics 


Neela 
(780) 421-7953 
www.designed-by-artemis.com 


MUMBY'S 


TREE SERVICES 


During the winter months, 
Mumby's Tree Services 
offers you more than 
tree care. 


SNOW REMOVAL 
SERVICE 


HOUSE & PET CARE 
SERVICE 
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For more information, 
phone (780) 469-2595 or 
cell (780) 719-3158. 


Poetry is meant for two things: to read 
silently to yourself - to feel the words’ 
skin and soul, to let their magic work - 
and to read out loud to a lover - to say 
the words you can’t find, or the words 
you think you can’t say. Poetry 
awakens passion and invites love. It 
stirs emotions in the raw distillation of 
words in a way that nothing else can. 
Poetry is instinct, elemental, and 
ephemeral, and in this collection of 
poems you will find your heart. 

My Lover is a Woman is an 
incredible collection of poems. There 
are poems of the first, amazing tickle 
of love and the excitement of 
discovery, and poems of the comfort 
and strength of long-term 
relationships. There are poems of loss 
and anguish, hurt and anger, and 
acceptance. There are poems of 
unconditional love: “and that morning 
when I woke up crying / not able to 
say why... / you slid over and put your 
whole body over mine / gently, your 
hand in my hair, your mouth on my 
ear / wrapping silence and love and 
the muscles of your thighs / all around 


my Lover 15s G Woman 


Review by Denise Taylor 


me and let me cry let me cry / like no 
one ever let me before.” And passion. 
My god, I have never read so much 
passion. Sweet, metaphorical passion, 
and raw fuck-me-baby passion. 

It is almost impossible not to 
react, emotionally and physically, to 
the poems in this book. Some are 
dangerous to read alone. The 
frustration level you’re left with is 
almost unbearable. But this is what 
poetry should do. It should move you, 
awake you, and stir memories and 
emotions that we sometimes leave 
buried deep. My Lover is a Woman 
will bring you out from the shadows, 
and expose you heart and soul. © 


JULIE C. LLOYD 


Barrister & Solicitor 


1506, 10117 Jasper Avenue 
Edmonton, Alberta T5J 1W8 
Telephone: 497-7755 
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ARIES: It pays to increase your word 
power. Like, you could learn how to 
~~ say NO for a change! All play and 
wa no work makes it perfectly clear 
why you’re considered a wham- 
bam-thank-you ram. 
TAURUS: Do not despair; you will find 
out who your real friends are during 
_/ this time of great need. You would » 
~ ©) also do well to remember that it’s 
“a not you; it’s just your turn. The 
cosmos will smile on you soon 
enough. 

GEMINI: Get your mind off those twin 
peaks and back to the matter at 
hand, which is: your sweet baboo’s 
hands. You’re absolutely right, 
there’s never been a more splendid 
source of digital delight... so why 
not reward her with an obscenely 
expensive pair of winter gloves? 
CANCER: If you’ve learned nothing else 
during this trying year, it’s that 
beauty is in the eye of the bee 
charmer. Your honey-lovin’ partner 
ss, in all things sweet and sticky has an 
unabashed buzz on for you. Keep 
her fed with your uniquely delicious 
spread. 

You’re coming into your own as an 
easy, breezy vision of sapphic 


is 


A INMAN 


ike 


LEO: 


that carpenter dyke could find you a 


ue) 
v walkin’ in a splinter wonder-land. 
Hammer away just a little at a time. 
VIRGO: Getting dumped has left you 
down a few pints in the self-esteem 
f\. department. Try this butch-boosting 
ay) affirmation: “I am good enough, I 


WM 


December Honeyscopes 


AT /\ 
aA 


at 
He,’ 


by Honeypot 


rhyme or reason to your celibacy. 

It’s time to tip the scales in your 

favour: serenade her with some 

tasty torch songs and when she 

starts to succumb, let the tango 

begin. 

SCORPIO: Scorpios are undeniably self- 

centred, domineering and 

vengeful... so why do the rest of us 
put up with you? One word: 

_ orgasms. Even the erotically 

=< impaired find your sex-and-death 

combo platter irresistible this 

month. 

SAGITTARIUS: Can’t decide whether to 
take a course in life drawing or 

_ invest in a chocolate factory? Your 
creative and kooky sides will both 
be grateful if you just give them 
lots of breathing room - and make 
sure you’re getting enough fibre. 


CAPRICORN: You are a rare combination 


of ambition and compassion. Sadly, 
~ you’re also kind of clumsy when it 


xe oT comes to matters of the heart. Let 
yi — her see (and squeeze) the adorable 


comfort zone that lies beneath your 
rugged exterior. 


AQUARIUS: You think being mysterious is 


sexy, but sometimes you just have 


i to let your right hand in on what 
aN sleaziness, but beware: trying to nail SS 4 your left hand is doing. Otherwise, 


\ by the time you get your mittens 
Ly "off, someone else may have already 
gotten your lover off. Ahem. 


PISCES: Generally you’re about as 


ferocious as a goldfish, but 
besmirch your integrity and you 


J, turn into a shark. The waters of the 


(Z am strong enough, and, gosh-darnit, a holiday season are particularly 


other dykes like me!” 
LIBRA: Librans are the limerick in the 
poetry class of life, but there’s no 
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~~~fraught with danger; navigate 
emotional eggnog with extreme 
caution. 
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Weam anspace Gelebpation Dance 


Saturday, December 16, 2000 
9 p.m. to 1 a.m. 
Hazeldean Hall, 9630 - 66 Ave. 


Cost: $5/members (with card), $8/non-members 
Call 482-1794 to volunteer. 


Womonspace Membership Form 
(Conficentiglity Assvrec’) 


Name(s) _ 
Address 
City Postal Code 
Phone E-mail 


12-month membership fee: i 
$15/single or $25/couple (with one newsletter) 
$15/associate (Friend of Womonspace; newsletter only) 


Cheque or money order payable to: Womonspace, Box 128, Main PO., Edmonton, 
Alberta, T5J 3K4 Phone: (780) 482-1794 (low income available) i 


|] New Member Renewal Associate oF Wea) eee 4 
I would like to be a volunteer Total Enclosed: 

[_] Please mail my newsletter to my home 

C1] I will pick up the newsletter at dances and events | $ 


